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Character of POPERY 
-.- Arbitrary . Government, - 
With a Timely Caveat and Advice to all the Free- 
' holders , Cztizens and Bargeſſes, how.they - 
x  *may prevent the ſame; 
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HE many and.eminegt; dangers occurring to:this Kingdom bf late years from 
its inteſtine Treacherrss.and-Baſeneſs,.;haye wodiced that Chlbamadns, ard 
that Jealouſic in the minds pf all good people; as render them diffident borit 
. , of their Friends and Fortunes,. knowing no more which way to diſpoſe'of 
res; than their Aﬀedtions : Terras.;Aſtrea rehquit, A K ingdom. drvided' within 
it ſelf, can_never fland: and this was. our, condition; when thoſe very men. ( the 'Set- 
vants of the Publick ,who ought to candutt and ſtand-by us in the: day of Battel, hive 
been the Perſons in the World moſt likely to berray/ug; ant lead us up like Sheep ro the 
Slaughter. Thoſe Danbear Senators, from, whoſe Wiſdom1o much was expected y thoſe: 
Penfiorary Tribunes o* the People; from, whoſe Integrity ſo much was hoped; bave;' in- 
ſtead of ſecuring thar Peace and Tranquility, that Religion and Propertywhich'ail good 
men'wiſh'd for, not only diſturb'd the one, bur hazaxded; ruining the: other 3" 2midinon 
wortalia pettora cogit, aurr ſacra fames.?.,our Temple of Janus 1cems' to beralready wn- 
lock'd, arid we have every hour reaſon to expect the French King ſhould fling open the 
doors: And theii, if two, or three hundred Darch Mariners could: preſent as with ſaci: 
Harrour and Apprehienſions, as we all know rhey.did ar their arrivalin Charhans River, 
how much greater now, will out diſtraction be, whenan Army of fifty.or. fixty thouſand 
French-mew. is Landed. amongſt us : . When the, Father muſt forſake his innocent 'and 
prety Orphans, the Husband his Giaplalare, gos helpleſs Widow, leaying{them-ro'be- 
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Tragedy abroad! Are you not yet ſenſible gf your condition? do you not yer perceive 


- 


- Four approaching ruine? Think how the French King ſhakes his Faſces over us, when, 
at the ſame time the Treacherous Papift renders us naked to his correction ! Think how / 


| d 7 6ux 'moſt graciougSoveraign's Life ; then - 
EPI a too 
1 fici . Hou! -k $have Dn (elves and- amilies 


entigely , 
4 


but by that dreadful noiſe of Fire, Fire, (occafion'd by 'fome Jeſuitical ma- 


lice) have becn 'waken'd from their } pF ſlumbers, jaft time enough to behold 
their 4 conſum'd in a few hours, which rhey with the ſweat of their brows kad been 
{o many years acquiring! Think how your Trading's loſt, and .ar the ſame time your - 
j $a your own'gdefence: /Think how 
Faure P 


Charges encreas ſtanding Milit 
yotr enter Ok blick RE » for the'Fhic 
rodie) is now upbraided and threatned by the Idoftarfous Superſtition of an old Hea- 
theniſh worſhip, tinder new Narges, viz. Fopery Think how your. Magi are 
nnuder'd refas your eyes, for ſupporting that Liberty and Property whereby alone 
you tubſilt ! Thar Property which cntitles you _to ſomething wenn. call yaur own, 


'S 


which haviag Enj6y'd {your felf; you" may b ieh ro your Pofferiry after you : Thar 
Property which ſatisfies Nour hunger and thiit wath holcſom ſubſtantial food, as 
good Beef, *Muttog, &c. n  naknown to-arly in an abſolute Monarchy, under the 
degree of the Nobility : Thar Property waich gives you wherewithall to prote& your 
Nakedne's:froms they violence of 'the ſeveral. Seaſons : .That P ty which Jo 
your Taxes ani fitions <6. th& will at19/difcretion, of your own Repreſttatives, 
who in all ſuch caſes have power to ſay, Huherts ſhall you come, and'no farther : Alſo 
that Liberty which gives the Subject of England A fair and equal Tryal againſt his King, 
the Tenant againſt his Lord, and"the Servant againſt his Maſter ; which preſerves aun- 
vie:able the' Rights of the meaneſt Peaſant, even, ua deſpite of the higheſt Prerogarive ; 
ſccuring both: his Life agd Forrung from all bur.ttft moſt Juſt decxee, of rwelveof his own 
Neighbours.” © © Cy} Ay \' F 7 2 


tw? FERC) —_— ASD” £7 ; 
When ar the-famd-time, your Neighbours fn France, Spaix, ind orhct Popiſh'Go- 
vernments, have no other ſecurity cither fox, their Eſtates or Beings, fave the grace or 


favour of their Frince ; which renders ther and their Poſtericy-per 


the Crown. When in _— you may behold many hundred Acres of rich Soyl ho | 
x. ' Whe 


till'd, by reaſon .of the yaſt Impofirions laid upon; them by the King 'of Spain. ' 
in Frauce upon any Holy-day you may. bchold, whole, Troops gn RAnmegs begging the 
charity of Paſſengers as they travel along the Road. When their food a ubſiſtanes 
is, ſome coarſe Bran-bread, a few. Onions, Roots, and Water. or if ever they become iþ 
wealthy as to purchaſe a ſmall Joynt of Mcat, then preſently ſo much muſt be allow'd 
to their Prince for ſuch a prodigal debauch. When their Farmers have ſcarce.Cleaths 
ſufficient to. cover their Nakedneſs, being contented to go in, Wooden Shoes, and all 
things elſe proportionable ; ſo that they are-in-a- much-Forlſe condition, than thoſe Poor 
to whom we pay. ColleQion. When-they can call nothing their own, ſince you 'may 


often ſee all that they have, ro the very Cloaths on their backs, traken*from'them by an 
Edict-or Proclamation : and this for no other end; than to ſacrifice them to the luxurioud. 


defire of Glory, (or rather deſtruction of Mankind ) ſo infeparable from abſolute Ma. 
narchy::; There you may ſec the poor Tenant ground to Beggary , betwixt, the Tax- 
gatherers on one hand, and the griping Landlords'on the othex. There you may bchold 
tne Merchants,” Tradeſmen and Artificers, paying' exceſſive Gabe/s or Exciſe, almoſt as 
much as the Cammodiry it ſelf is worth, for every Egg or bit of Bread.chey pur in their 
mouths. Their very Labour are/nor their own ; 'their very Stocks are borrow'd of 
them ( which is bur a civil way of Robbing withont any hopes of ever being paid 
againcither Principal or Intereſt : their Houſes expoſed to Free-quarter ;.and whar nor ? 
Nothing is more uſual than to ſee a Nableman, 'with a whole Train of Horſe and Acren- 
dants, ride over the poor peoples Corn when ready to Reap, and no man dares ask why 
they do ſo. Nothing more frequent than to have loaded Carts, Wag ons, &c. compell'd 
to retire and give way.toany giddy-headed Coxcomb on Horſe-back, that claims bur the 
Ticle of Chevalier. Theſe and a thouſand more ineonveniences are incident to Abſolure 
Manarchy, and Abfolure Monarchy'incidenr to Popery ; which is the only Reaſan that 
renders this Religion fo atniable in'rhe eyes of Princes. de it 
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der'd by the Papiſts at home, whilſt he himſelf by his own death is compleating the 


rs hare not feat'd. 
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' > Now for you Nobility and Gentry, giveiinelcave to tell you; that in this Matter you;ais. 
'  foleſ@ concert d/than the:Commonalty;: fince the more you.enjoy, the myre you have io, 


' Comumonalty; for 1 never vþſerv'd aRed-coar in Oliver's ſtanding Army, 


- paſs, 'thar their Parliat v Wh 
-coraiſe thar Tax which' che King himſelf levies, having a propriety in nothing bur chew 


GE) LE 


loſe: AndErhink you haveno reaſon to, quettion, butrthar: if once. rhe Government of, 
Parliamentsdefupplantted by rhe Sword, 'y ou/would ſoonbe refolv'd yooge Bedy of the; 

Iat-ever made. 
any. difference.berween a Lord's' Houſe and rhe meaneſt Farmer's ; neicher.do I believe; 
tharif there-wereno Parliaments, the priv)lectge of Peerage would long ſignificany thing, 
And as for the Gentry, I'know no privilkdge they coule pretend tay; why their Eſtates 
fhould-bedeſs.:obnoxious to/Faxes, rhan*thoſe of ihe-meaneſt Commoner 3 however, if 


they :ſhoukbe more favourably dealt with, iris but the Fringe*s courtehe, which he may - 


continueot-abrogate ar his'pleafure. Therefore the Concernis. univerſal, and he wha 


| betraysir;ois no leſsa Traitorto himſelf in particular, thanto his Country in general. 


. Having thus'therefore:&xpoſed thoſe! misfortunes which ever attend upon Popery- and 
Arbitrary Government, give me now leave to recommend to your more ſerious conſide- 


. Yation ſoime:yemedy;; whereby you may at leaſt hope to afſwage the Erie it not ro per-- 


felt rhe eure;; of what youwſo much fear : And this can only be done, by Rarching ro the 
borrom of our cvils, Kadcems Petere, by retiring from the: event to the cauſe, wherein, I 
fear, we difcover fome Members of the late Long Parliament to have acted a conſy 
:derablerparry 'being themſelves the accefſaries; bur thoſe that choſe them the. principals of 
all our preſentevils. | #.? £ | pe" «1? 

As we how. have, ſo heretofore all other Nations had their Ordints Ream, or States, 


thoughidiftinguiſhe by ditferent Names; ſuch were rhe Fathers of Families, and Prinocs 


of Tribes among the 7ews ; the Ephori atnong the ene ;: the Senate among the 
"Romaniy the Forum ſuperbienſe amongit the Arr agonians ; and now the Dyet among rhe 
Germans; alt which in England, Scotlaud, France andSpain, are comprehended under the 
Name of 'Parhaments. 'But however the orginal inftirution:of theſe were for one and the 
ſame purpoſe, vic. Salw Populi, the preſervation of the people, as being all Governments 
of the mnri'dor Gothick Model; yer they have moſt of them loſt borh their form ang ends, 
for the which they were ar firſt deſign'd, being ſubverredand degenerared, ſome into Re- 
publicks,” as part of /ralzz"othersinto Tyranny, as France and Spain; where, by the cun- 
ning and'addreſs'of ſome-of their late Princes, bythe ſerviliry and folly of the Nobilicy 
and Ry by the ſiyppleneſs; treachery and fawning ofthe Clergy; as laſtly, by the ig- 
*NOrance'an apiey the common people, in rHbſe Kingdoms where Popery had fo long 
 prevaife, (marſtigwingup the power they had of ' raiſing Taxes, whereby their conſenc 
to the miaking'of rawsWas quickly after thought unriecetiary ) rhey are reduced ro thee 

MPotfidinentrare only to/execiite that Law which the King himſelf makes, 


own ftavery? So that England at preſent ſeems robe the only place, which rerains'irs pri- 
-rhitivermettiod of Rule by Parliaments;-'who { according to* their firſt inſtitution ) ſerve 


-as Council*for the King, and Advocates for the People ; and this when duely executed, 


without any fraud or partiality on either fide, may be properly call'd a mixr or limits: 


"Monarchy, whereinthe King hath hisſhare in the Government, and ( ſubordinate unfler 


him ) the people theirs, being undoubtedly ( when each move regularly within, their 
own Sphere ) the beſt-Conſtirution for' the good of both,” thar is yet extant in any part of 
the known World, provided it could always remainas ir now ſtands, whercin we partici- 


pate of the goud, withoutany of the ifl of all other Governments. Bur when cicher ſore 


diſaffeted Miniſter with rhe Prince; or ſome faCtious'Subjet with the people, ſhall out 
of their-own private ends occaſion a ſeparation or different intereſt between them, then 
rhe Game being once begun, if the Courr Suit turns up Trump, we hazard running into 
a Tyranny and Popery ; if the peoples, into a Republick and Presbytery ; both which 
evils proceed from one and the ſame venomous humour, only differing as the Plague and 
rhe ſmaf Pox; where,in-Popery as in the Plague the venom reſorts all into one Bybo the 
Pope z when in Presbytery, like the ſmall Pox, the malignancy. or virulent marter is more 
diſperft into ſeveral lirtle Puſtles or Elders, which therefore renders ir the leaſt dangerous 
of the two | L 3519(I066 TH ($3% 0 , | | F 
{cannot bur be fenſible, thatro commend to Eng/;/ſb men the preſent Government un- 
der which we live, and thar wiſe inftitation of the Great; Comncit, (as-it was anciehtly.) 
or Parliament, ( as it isnow call'd ) ſfomemay think-as ritedicfs, as ro praiſe the yſc tul- 
"neſs andneceſſity of the Air we breath ; ſince as we-owe our ſulfiſtance to the ne, i 


ought 
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eve to attributs all our happineſs and well-being to the other; for that-it is' this 
Corftitution, this conjunCtion.of King: and People, that hath' in-ſo many. Ages preſerv'd 
us froch being expos'd to the arbirrary will of axe fogle prejen, rangers he miay happen 
ſomerimes to bg wiſe, remperatcand juſt, yer thatis bur caſual; ſince in moſt private Fa- 
mmiltes there are ſen two d<ſcents of raſh, prodigal, and voluptuous Heirs, for ane that is 


' ſober, prudent; and thrifry. Itis'this that hinders the Subje& from deinggiven up as a 


prey, not only ro the will of the Prince, but (which is ten times worſe) totheunrea- 
fonable paſſions and luſts of Favourites, chief Miniſters. and Women, whetvinſtead of a 
Monarch, (- who-gaverns but-in Name, as it often happens) be ruled like the ancient 
French, by-an infolent Major of rhe Palace, who will be ſure romind the private intereſt 
of himſelf and family, ten times. more than. that of the Prince, ar the publick Good 3 or 
like the Tiwrksſb Empire, undtr:a weak Grand-Seignewr, bythe prevailing Concubine of 
the Seraglio, who is porkapy het ſelf manag'dwby no higher diCtates than that of her chef 
Eunuch, or ſhe-Slave. | Id not ſpeaka word in a Subject ſo evident and perſpicuous, 


| &itH not obſerve the imporent Ambition of ſome men, who care: not ( provided they 


may trample upon,and domineer. over their inferiors ) how much their ſuperiors, do the | 
like over them, their ſouls ( like moſt inſolent mens) being mean cnough to.ſubmit to 
it ; or elſe through che ignorance and ſtupidity of ſome lazy. infignificant Gentlemen, who 
car&6not how things go, protided they may enjoy their Hawks, Hounds,or Bowling-green 
Meetings; and for Politicks, are govern'd by their more impertinent Chaplain, or Farſon 
of their Pariſh. Did we net (Ifay ) datly ſee the deſigns of. ſome idle, coyetous and 


 ſycophant Clergy-men, who like Ivy, though it cannot grow without the ſupport-of the 


Oak, and yet willdeftroy it at laſt, do in private Parlours, over a glaſs of Ale, as well as 
in their Fulpits,over their Cuſhions, ſet up abſolute Monarchy to be Fare divine, declaim- 
ing againſt rhe unreaſonable ſtubbornneſs of any Parliament, that will not give away the 
peoples money, .and ſubmit themſelves to be fleecd'd, as often as the chief Miniſter or Fa- 
vourite thinks fit. They cry up the Prince like an Augel, ſo long as he will be their Execu- 
rioner, to whip, impriſon, or hang, all that are not of their flock ; or refuſe to give up 
their ſouls, once again to be managed by an implicit faith, whereby in the meanwhile 
they might norbe troubl'd with thoſe uncalie tasks of Studying, Preaching and Catechi- 
fing, bat may have nothing elſe to do- enly to live at caſe; keep.therr Coach and Horſes, 


with a Curate to do all the drudgery,- whilſt they, are making their addrefies above, by 


flattering and informing at ſome great Nobleman's or Biſhop's Table; or elle if their parts 


each ſo high, by ſome ſycophant Pamphlec or Sermon againſt the Government eftabliſh'd 


by Law, they teach that men have no property either in their Lives'or Goods, but dy- 
ring the Prince's pleaſure. It would be a-redious buſineſs, nor isir the geſign of this Pa- 
per, to repeat or anſwer all their ſilly futilous Arguments upon this Subje 3. /it is ſuffici- 
ent to tell them, ir can be caſily proved, that the Inſtitution of ghe Witrena Gemors or 
Great Councils, were more ancient than Chriſtianity ir ſelf amongſt our Saxon Anceſtors, 
and conſequently that the people had their Repreſentatives in thoſe Aſſemblies; betore the 
Biſhops or Kom;ſb Clergy were ſo- much as heardof in this Ifland ; and that Ththes ( their 
Diana ) were granted by King» Ethelwolf, (Anzo 885.) in a general Council of Earls,greart 
men, and an infinite number of other Ziege men of the whole Land: Yid. Spelman's Conn- 
eils,. fol. 348. This is but a taſte of thoſe many preſidents, which have been collefted by 
learned pens upon this Subject; therefore I ſhall ſay no 5 nay theſe Gentlemen, bur 
hope, that if ever their {6 much deſired abſolure Monarchy /get uppermoſt, they may 
Every one of them be obliged to maintain ( as Williams the Conquerer made the Monks of 
Ely ) upon free Quarter, a Treoperor R at atleaſt, rofight, as well as a Curate to 
pxeach for rhem, our of their far Benefices and Pluraliries. | | 

Since therefore at preſent we live under ſohappy a Government, where being ſecurely 
landed our ſelves, we behold the ſhipwrack of our Neighbours ; and ſince notwithſtand- 
ing the Goodneſs of our Gracious Soveraign, ( who. deſires nothing leſs than the alterati- 
on or ſubverſion of that Government, which as well by his Coronarion: Oath, as by his 


. own Lenity.and good Nature, he thmks himſelf oblig'd to preſerve) there are yet ſome, 


who out of their own private ends, endeavour to remove our ancient Landmarks, intro- 
ducing Popery and Slavery amongſt us. Since therefore it is ſo much the Intereſt of allgrue 


 Enghſh men to maintain theſe priviledges, conyey d from their Anceſtorsthrough ſo ma- 


ny generations inviolable, upon which all our happineſs, ſafety and well-being depends, 
I think no man in hisfenſes but muſt confeſs, that the right way te maintain the end is to 
iy | | look 


Ee. 


; J 
look to the means, and thatis, by taking care what perſons they chooſe for their Repre- 
ſentatives, with whom alone they muſt cruſt their Eftates;Lives and Liberties. Now this 
Government by Parliaments,however according toits primitive inſtitution it was without 
exception the beſt of all others, yet as well in that asin Chriſtianiry,there hath been found - 
out ways of corruption, and that is when either they fit roo long,” too ſeldom, or are too 
frequently diffolv'd, for that too frequent diſſolutions are no leſs dangerous to the Sub- 
jeCt than too long ſefſions; nevertheleſs, it may be-in the Eleftor's power to avoid the in- 
convenience of both, and that by making a good choice. Whereas, if the Country peo- 
ple willſell all that they have for a glaſs of Sack, or a pot of Ale; chooſing him that will 
give them moſt drink to day, though they knew him to bea perſon who will ſell both their 
Religion, Lives and Fortunes to morrow, then ſuch frequent diflolutions muſt of neceſſi- 
ty ruineus; for that the honeſt Country-Gentleman, deſigning no ather private advan- 
tage, but the true ſervice of his King and Country, hath no reaſon, neither is he able, 
once in half a year to ſpend 4 or 5oo pounds, only to purchaſe a-place full of charge, 
trouble and danger, without any profit to himſelf, only to ſerve thoſe who put him to 
ſuch an unkind expence. Who ever knew a Coachman or Groom buy his place, unleſs 
he deſign'd to rob his Maſter's Bin ? And the Caſe is the ſame ; forno man can attord .ro 
bid ſo high, as he that deſigns to rhake money again of his place. The talians have a 
Proverb, and 'tis a true ohe, That he who buys Faſtice, muit ſell it again. Therefore who- 
ever you put to charge in your Elections, blame him not if he makes money again of what 
he bought, for that you did not lend him your Truſt,you fold it him, and what a man hath 
purchaſed with his own money, he may lawfully fell again. . Now that man who does 
wilfully give his Voice for a noted Kaave or Fool, does his endeavour to ruine borh his 
Country, himſelf, and his poſterity, and ro be as bador worſe than the perſon he chooſes ; 
when if the greater part of the Houſe be wiſer or honeſter, it is no thanks to him; and 
for his part, if none elſe were concern'd with him, it, were no matcer if he were made a 
ſlave to morrew, eſpecially ſince he cannot but be ſenſible how many have already decla- 
red, that they would ſell their Country for a morſel of Bread ; ( for I look upon any con- 
ſideration, though it be an Office or Penſion of 2000 pounds per an. as no better in bal- 
lance with that.) fo as if a conſiderable number of ſuch men ſhould get into the Houle, - 
( and we know that the children of darkneſs are wiſer in their generation than the children 
of light ) in what a miſerable condition were this poor Nation in at this juncture of time 2 
The old Lord Treaſurer Burleigh ( who is thought to bave been the greateſt Stateſ-man 
that ever this Nation bred ) did frequently deliver as-a Maxim, or rather as a Propheſie, 
That England 64» hardly be undoxe, unleſs it be. by her own Parliaments, undoubtedly fore- 
ſecing, thatall other oppreſſions as being wrought by violence, might perhaps by violence 
be in time ſhaken off again : Whereas when in a Parliamentary way we arc undone by a 
Law, that ean never be reverſt but by a downrightRebellion, becauſe the parties advan- 
raged by that Law will never agree to the repealing of it; and a Rebellion is both ſo dan- 
gerous, and of ſo black a character, as men citherrich or conſcientious will hardly engage 
in it ; thereforeno publick miſchief is ſo irrecoverable as that which is grown into a Law, 
and that cannot be impos'd but by Parliament. Wherefore as we tender our Religion, 
Liberties and Eſtates, we muſt (as much as in us lyes) chooſe a good Houfe of Com- 
mons, ſince there never was a time wherein we more needed men of wiſdom) courage 
and integrity, who will not quit their duty either for want of conſideration, for favour, 
reward, or fear. The firſt and ſecond of thefe Accompliſhments I ſuſpe& nor, for that in 
ſuch a numerous Aſſembly there cannot wantſome wife bold men, who will be able to in-& 
ſtru&t and animate the reft : -ThereforceI necd only ſpeak to their want of integrity, or Cor- 
ruption from private Intereſt, which uſually proceeds cither from fear of loſing what a 
man now enjoys, or hope of gaining what he yer has nor. For though men may talk 
high, and keepa great noiſe with Conſcience, and Love to their Country, yet when you 
come to underſtand Mankind aright, ( not as it ſhould be, bur as it is and ever will be ) 
then will you find, that private Intereſt is the ſtring in the Bear's Noſe; it is that which 
governs the Beaſt. Therefore by this obſervation we may gueſs, who are fitteſt ro be 
choſe Members of Parliament, and who are not. 
Firſt, Avoid all ſuch as hold any Office of confiderable value during pleaſure, they being 
ſubjest to be 'over-aw'd. For although a man. wiſh well to his Country, and in the be- 
traying thereof knows that at the long run he miſchieves his poſterity, if nor himſelf, yer 
the narrowneſs of mens minds is fuch, as — them more tenderly apprehend a ſmall : 
preſent 
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reſent damage,thin a far greater hereafter. - Such men muſt of neceſſity be under a great 
remptation and diſtraction, when their Conlſciences and Intereſt look different ways, 
eſpecially having obſerv'd ſome men turn'd out of their Employs, after voting for the In- 
tereſt of their Countty!-' Therefore ſince theſe men know before-hand the Inconvenien- 
cies, that arrend the Truft'ef a Member of Parliament faithfully diſcharg'd, 'tis very fuſ- 
picious ana reficting upon their honeſty, if any ſuch ſtand ; and Tthink we are bound in 
charity, nor can we do them a greater courteſie, than to anſwer their Petition in the 
Lord's Prayer, Not to lead them inf6'rcmpration. | | 

Secoraly, S»/; eff all theſe, ( men of ill repute ) who in their Profeſſion or near Relations have 
any dependency upon the Court ; torthey (unworthily)' gueſſing ar the King by themſelves, 
are apt to vote right or wrong, as they imagine will moſt pleaſe rhe prerogative Party. 
And perhaps this fancy heJpt the Earl of Danby to that favour, which hindred him from 
coming upon his Trial the laſt Seflions. It is a hard matter for a Courtier to pleaſe that 
Minitter whoAupports him, and thoſe whom he repreſents at the ſame time -z and if he 
endeayours to oblige both, he becomes ſuch an uncertain Weathercock, as moſt com- 
monly he pleaſes neither. Wheretore the moſt prudent and honefteſt of the Courtiers are 
obſerved to decline being Parliament-men, for this very Reaſon, 

T: sraly, Suſpedt all ſuch as ſpend much xpon you in Entertainments at their Eleftions : for 
that (as I told you before) he who buys any Office, deſigns to'make Moncy of it agaia. 
And then conſider with your ſelves, what Looſers you will be, if to laugh and be merry 
one day, the Perſon you chooſe ſhould give you and your Children occaſion to mourn 
for evec after ! Think how juſtly the ancient Heathens may upbraid this baſeneſs of us 
Chtiſtians, when, as they ſacrificed many of their Children, nay and oftentimes their own 
Lives for the good of their Country, ſo on the contrary do we ſacrifice both our Religion, 
Lives, and Country, for the pleaſure of one days debauchery. 

Fomrthly, Shun all ſuch men as are deſperately 1n Debr : for they needing ProteCtion 
from paying of their Debts, are fo afraic of being diſlolv'd as makes them ſubmit to any 
thing, rather than be left to the unmerciful Rage of their hungry Creditors, who have ſo 
long fatted for their Money. For all ſuch Perſons (though ſome of them may be look'd 
upon as honeſt fair-condition'd Gentlemen, and good Houſe-keepers') are in danger of 
being tempted to repair the clecays of their own private Fortunes, by the Ruine of the 
Publick. Morcovergxhechoofing of ſuch broken Fortunes, undoes Trade, ruines whole 
Families, and I have known it drive many men (contrary to their own inclinations) to 
wiſh never to {ce Parliaments more in England. - £8 

Fijthly, Avoid all ſuch as have been known Favonrers of Papiſts, or Relations or Friends 
to any of the Lords in the Tower ; nay beware of any that ſhall be recommended to you by ſuch 
as arc fo, (let. them be never ſo Great men in your Countries ) unleſs you intend to 


| have their Friends to be their Judges. For when any Perſon ſhall out of a private Inte- 


reit of his ow n.. Ele or give his Voice for one who 18 either a Friend or Relition to Hin 
that ſtands Impr-ach'd by all the Commons of England of High Treaſon, he does in fuch 
a caſe, as much as in him lies, endeavour to deſtroy the Kingdom, by ſaving the Life of 
its Enemy ; for that if all| other Electors ſhould do the ſame, he might live to perfect 
that Ruine amongſt us, which otherwiſe he muſt leave unfiniſh'd : An Act no leſs un- 
natural, than for a man to ſella Pardon to him that murder'd his own Father ! If this laſt 
moſt wiſe Parliament thought it reaſonable ( as they did) to Vore him a Betrayer of the 


. Rights and Priviledges of the Commons of England, who ſhould dare to plead at Bar in be- 


half of the Earl of Danby ; let not thoſe who' chooſe his neareſt Relations and Friends 
for his Judges, think themſelves leſs faulty than he that ſhould have pleaded for him 


. (after the aforcſaid Vote, ſince the deſign of both is the ſame, viz. thc ſaving of his Life. 


Therefore if any do ſo, may thcir ſhame be their confuſion, : 

Sixthly, Above all others chooſe not any of thoſe who have been juſtly pointed at by the 
name of Penſioners, as being the worſt and baſeſt of Traytors; who making ſhipwrack 
of all Honour, Honeſty, and.good COnſcience, (ell their Votes for Offices, preſent Gratui- 
tics, or conſtant Penſions. | The firſt netorious brood of theſe Vermin, were in the Old 
Long Parliament call'd by the name of Self-ſeckers ; but the late Lord Treaſurer's Crea- 
tures were in greater numbers, more voracious, and of more univerſal obedience, or as 
the French call it, Sans Riſerve. They by our late excellent Houſe of Commons, are for 
their 'Secrer Service branded by the open name of Penſioners, which they will hardly 
clay off, notwithſtanding the Parliaments dilſolution hath as yet reſcued them from 


other 
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other puniſhment. However, that the Popnlace might not ſplit twice upon the ſame 


_ Rock, my requeſt is, that before they go to any Eſection, they would peruſe Sir Stephen 


Fox's Catalogue both of ſuch Perſons and Sums as he recolletted in his memory, with- 
out the help of his Books, which upon ſome weighty Reaſons ( above uz Vulgar peoples ' 
ſearching into) was denied him. Now this Pez/onary Infticution of the Treaſurer's, was 
certaigly of great acivantage to himſelf, and molt pernicious ro England ; for 'if he did 
really diftributc juch ſums as 1s pretended, then he might ina ſhort time make and-repeal 
what Laws he pl<as'd; or if he did not diſtribute them, then to his own enriching he 
might by an unirue accomprt, divert a vaſt Treature ihto his own Purſe. | 

Seventhly and L:Stly, As tor you Citizens, Burgelles, and Freemen of Corporations and 
Cities, I ſhall ſay but little ro you in particular, more than what hath been ſaid already 
in general ; only, whoever is uit to be choſen Knight of the Shire, 1s likewiſe nnfit to be cho- 
ſen a Burgeſs. Neither ler the more ſpectous pretences of any man, ( that ſhall promiſe 
to build you a Town- Hall, or reheve your Foor with Moncy, or out of his adjacent 
Woods) deceive you any longer ; for if fo, whercin are you better than your Horſes, 
whom you catch every day, a.id clapa Bridlc into their mouths, only by ſhewing them 
a few Oats, which they are never like to eat. Even the very Mice are too wile to be 
taken by an old Bait, bur will firit have the Trap new baited, betore they I meddle ;. and 
yet | haye known a Corporation, which has been taken twice by one and the ſame Bair. 
But however, ſuppoſe the min do really perform what they promiſe, what compenta- 
tion is that if the mcn you chooſe ſhould lay a good ſwinging Tax upon your Eltates, 
without any real cauic; or ſhould give up the very Power you have of Taxing your 
ſelves, or ſending your Repreſcntatives in Parliament, (fer one bad Parliament may 
ruine us) whar good would the Moncy for your Pouor do vou in ſuch a caſe, more than 
when ye! cre thercby reduced ro Beggery, you might perhaps your ſelves (the Gea- 
try of th: Conntry hay.ng no reaſon to reheve you } be forced to come in tor a ſgall 
ſhare of this th-ir rivpocritical Charity : An excellent reward for Folly. Neither Jay, 
Oh, this is but one n,un, and can have but one Voice; hc will do our Town a great deal 
of good, and can do us but little hurt if he would. For thary hrit, one or two Voices 
have {ometimes carriec! a Vote of great importance : and ſeconcily, you know not the 
bad examj;.le this may give to other Neighbouring Corporations, and it all ſhould do fo, 
in what a miſerable caſe would you be? fince the Voices of the Eurroughs make two 
thirds of the Houſe. Laſtly, no man can tell the influence that one cunning talkative 
men hath over the reſt of the Houſe, «ſpecially over thoſe that weigh Words, more than 
Reaſon and Senſe. But I ſhall ſay no more upon this ſubject, only defire you to remem-. 
ber E/az, who ſold his Birth-righr tor a meſs of Portage, and could never attcrwards re- 
cover it, though he ſought it with Tears : Alſo, when once you had Flected tuch a cor- 
rupt Parliament, no Frince ( but fo juſt and gracious a Prince as ours ) would utter 
you to get rid of 'cm in kaſt, or at leaſtwiſe till they had done your bulineſs 
for you. | 

Having thus therefore ſhew'd you what perſons you ought not to chooſe, ſonow in the 
next place, the more clearly to perceive what kind of perſons our preſent necellity requires 
to be choten, conſider for what ends they ſerve, and they are two : Oneis, the preſer- 
vation of our Religion from Popery ; The other is, to preſerve inviolable our Liberry and 
Property, zccordiag tothe known Laws of the Land, without any introduction of that 
abſolute and aibitrary rule in other Countzies, which we arc neithcr ro imitate or 
regard. | | 

Firſt, Therefore as near as we can gueſs, we ought ts «cit good Protefbants towards God, 


and juſt towards Men. But foraſmuch as in this corrupt Age wherein we live, men are not 


ſo ſpiritual as they ought to be, 1tisnot amiſs to ſeek for thoſe, whole ſpiritual intereſt is 
ſeconded by a temporal one. Wherefore the ſureſt Champions for our Rchgion againſt 
the Papacy, are our Abby-landed men ; for notwithitanding the regiſtred Diſpenſation to 
Harry the Eighth from the Pope, for the ſeizing of thoſe Monaſterics and Lands, yet of 

late they pretend that the Pope had not power to alien them from the Church ; wherefore 

the preſent poſleſiors can never truit-or rely upon any new Promiſes or actual Grants 

thereof, eſpecially from him whoſe everlaſting and declared Maxim it is, never ro keep 

Faith with Hereticks. Undoubredly to make ealie his aſcent into the (ſaddle, he will 

proffer many fair Allurances and Grants ; bur if theſe Abby-landed men, be nor the moſt 

ſilly of all others, they will neyer believe himz for when he gs once firmly ſetled, _ 
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El inro forreign Parts, w | err paupertat 
fine damn; and accordingly when War and Confuſion begins to ariſe, apprehend it 

- not with the hundredth part of thar anxiety, as they would do if the like ſhould ariſe ar. 
home, where their whole livelihood is at ſtake. MEE nn 1 

Thirdly, and laſtly, 1 conceive it will nat be amiſs, if for the moſt part you chooſe the ſame 

Members again that ſerv d you faithfully rhe laft time ; ſince in fo doing, you will both take - +? 
off tharfear of Diſſolutions, which is of ſuch fatal conſequence in a Parliament,” as alſo-* - 7 
obligethem to ſerve you more chearfully everaſget, when you have ſo highly honour'd # 

them twice, Which being all the AdviceIcan give you in this Martrer, I fhall conclude 7 

with defiring you not tobe weary of well-doing, neither to be alarm'd or tronbled at fre-.+ 

quent Prorogatioris oN Diſſolutions ; ſince if you perſiſt in the ſame ſteady courfe you have 1. * ©; 

already begun, it will bur fall more heavily upon the heads of thoſe, that are the contri-. 4 

yers of theſe Miſunderſtandings between his Gracious Majeſty, and his moft faithful Sub.. 

jets, for whoſe happy union, as well m opinion as attection, none can-pray more hear- 


ly, than 


Your moſt bumble Servant, 
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by this timely caution to the Vulgar, ro procure ſich” Senai ' mghradd to the I; 
ſtre of our beſt of Kings and Governments, ſich as might keep the Ballance even, ar 
prevent our running either inro Tyranny and Popery on the onehand, or intoa Republick -**; 
and Fanaticiſmm on the other: Such as might divert that Starm, which threatens us, giy- 
ing us that Peace and that Trenquility, which all men, who have cither Eftates or Fa« - "EE 
milies (like my ſelf ) are bound to pray for z ſuch, as might render to Ceſar the' things 

that are Ceſar*'s, to God the things that are God's,' andto the People the things that are _ 

the Peoples. Foras Iam govern d by no private FaCtionor Intereſt, but purely by the 

ditates of my own Conſcience and Reaſon ; ſo there is no Government but our Engliſh 

Monarchy, nor no Religion but what is preſcribed inthe Charch of England, that.I 

ever to fee prevail amongſt us. We have an oldProverb, and'tis true as toour con- 

dition, Over Shoes, over Boots ; ſothatnow we have procceded thus far in oppoſing Po-- 

pery, we cannot be ſafe but in doing more ; far that 'twill be toolate to repent, whena 
never-forgivigg Popiſh Succeſſor ſhall come amongſt us, with that Text in Fes mouth of 
St. Luke 19. 27. But thoſe mine enemies which would not that 7 foonld reign over them; 
bring them hither and ſlay them before me. — Dxicguid delirant Reges plettuntur 
5 E-n:aatk Wherefore to prevent all this ruine and miſery, we cannot too often and 
too ſincerely pray for the Life, Happineſs, and Proſperity of onr moſt Gracious Prince . 
andSoyereign, Charles rhe Second, whom God preſerve both in this World,and th=-nexr; 
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